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1. General Outline and Legal Basis

These are the administrative provisions for the implementation of the Scheme drawn up in
accordance with the Ministers and Secretaries Act, 1924.

2. General Provisions

2.1 The 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme will be of one year’s duration.

2.2 The Scheme shall be administered by the Department and shall operate throughout
the State.

2.3 The principle of costs incurred, and income foregone shall apply. Action 1 operates
under the Agricultural Block Exemption Regulation. Action 2 operates under Agricultural De
Minimis. Action 3 operates under Agricultural De Minimis.

2.4 Participation in the Scheme is voluntary.

3. Definitions

For the purpose of the Scheme:

e "The Department” shall mean the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

e “Minister” shall mean the Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine.

e “Farmer” shall mean a natural or legal person or a group of natural or legal persons,
whatever legal status is granted to the group and its members by national law, whose
holding is situated within Community territory, as defined in Article 299 of the Treaty, and
who exercises an agricultural activity.

o “Active farmer” shall mean the person claiming payments on the land must be the person
farming and/or managing the land, that is, the Active Farmer. The farming activities can
include meeting a minimum stocking rate (0.10 livestock unit per forage hectare),
producing crops, cutting hay/silage, maintaining landscape features.

e Forthe purpose of this Scheme, “Registered Farm Partnership” means a partnership which
operates in accordance with the Partnership Act 1890 is operative for the period of the
participation of this Scheme, and is entered in “The Register” of Farm Partnerships

e “Holding” shall mean all the production units managed by a farmer during 2025 and
subsequent years and situated within the territory of Ireland.

e  “Applicant” shall mean a farmer or farm partnership who applies for participation in the
2025 Beef Welfare Scheme. An applicant may submit only one such application.

e “Herdowner” or a person, who has applied for a herd number, means the nominated
company or entity or person(s) associated with a specific herd number to whom any
payments are made. The "keeper" role is classified as a non-financial role and therefore it
is not possible to make payments to “keepers”.

e “BWS” shall mean 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme.

e “BISS” shall mean Basic Income Support for Sustainability.
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e “Application” shall mean an application for a contract under the 2025 Beef Welfare
Scheme in accordance with the Terms and Conditions set out herein.

e “AIM” shall mean the Department’s Animal Identification and Movement system.

o “Beef breed” shall mean any breed except the following: Angler Rotvieh (Angeln)-Rod-
dansk maelkerace (RMD), Ayrshire, Armoricaine, Blue Albion, Bretonne Pie-Noire, Brown
.Swiss, Fries Hollands (FH), Francaise frisonne pie noire (FFPN), Friesian-Holstein, Holstein,
Black and White Friesian, Red and White Friesian, Frisona Espanola, Frisona Italiana,
Zwartbonten van Belgie/Pie noire de Belgique, Sortbroget dansk maelkerace (SDM),
Deutsche Schwarzbunte, Schwarzbunte Milchrasse (SMR), Groninger Blaarkop, Guernsey,
Jersey, Malkekorthorn, Normande, Norwegian Red, Swedish Red, Danish Red, Reggiana
and Valdostana Nera, Itasuomenkarja, Lansisuomenkarja, and Pohjoissuomenkarja.

e “Scheme Year” refers to 01 July 2024 to 30 June 2025.

4. Eligibility
To be eligible to apply for the scheme, an applicant must:

e be aged eighteen years or over on the date of submission of the application for
participation.

e be the holder of an active herd number with Herd Owner Status. Herd Keeper is not
acceptable.

e be farming a holding in respect of which a Basic Income Support for Sustainability
(BISS) Application is submitted in 2025 to the Department.

e be a suckler beef farmer i.e. has eligible calves born to eligible suckler cows in the
period 1 July 2024 — 30 June 2025.

e be an active farmer as per Section 3 - Definitions

An “eligible suckler cow” shall mean a suckler cow which:

e Belongs to a beef breed or is sired by a beef breed bull.

e s part of a herd intended for rearing calves for meat production.

e Rears a calf by suckling.

e [sin the ownership and possession of the applicant and maintained on the holding.

e |s tagged, registered and recorded in accordance with AIM rules. EC Regulation
1760/2000 refers.

e [sinseminated either through natural service or Al, by a bull of a beef breed.

e Gives birth to an eligible live calf, in the applicant’s herd, which is tagged and
registered to that cow in accordance with EU Regulation 1760/2000.
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An “eligible calf” shall mean a calf which:

Was born in the herd of the applicant between 01 July 2024 and 30 June 2025.
Belongs to a beef breed, i.e., is born out of an eligible Suckler Cow and sired by a beef
breed bull.

Is part of a herd intended for rearing calves for meat production. Where the herd has
both a milking herd and a beef herd, only calves reared by their mother are eligible
calves.

Has been tagged and registered with the Department’s Registration Agency,
Clonakilty, Co. Cork within 27 days of birth in accordance with EU Regulation
1760/2000. Failure to register a calf within 27 days of birth will result in the animal
being ineligible for payment. It is the farmer’s responsibility to ensure that the
registration is received by the Registration Agency within 27 days of birth.

Any movement of the calf must comply with the legal requirement on farm to farm
and farm to export movements.

5. Objectives of the Scheme

The objective of the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme (BWS) is to further increase the economic
efficiency of and enhance animal health and husbandry on suckler farms.

6. Conditions for the Grant of Aid

The Scheme will be open to all eligible suckler beef farmers who commit to completing
the mandatory action required for the full duration of the Scheme.

In the event of the Scheme being oversubscribed, a reduction on the maximum
number of animals eligible for payment may be applied on 1 or more actions.

The Minister reserves the right to alter the Terms and Conditions of the Scheme, close
the Scheme and/or alter the grant-aid at any time.

The submission of a valid application does not guarantee entry to the Scheme.

All applicants will be notified of the outcome of their application for participation in
the Scheme.
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7. Application Procedure

e Applications can only be made using the online facility at www.agfood.ie either by the
applicant themselves or by an approved FAS advisor authorised to act on their behalf.
Applicants not already registered for the Department’s online services will need to
register first at www.agfood.ie.

e Application opening date is 13 August 2025.

e Application closing date is 24 September 2025 at 23.59 hrs. Note there is no late
application period due to limited time to process applications in advance of
expected payments commencing in December 2025.

e Applicants must ensure their application is correct as errors and omissions cannot be
rectified afterwards.

e Applicants (or FAS advisors authorised to act on their behalf) need to ensure they click
the “submit” button to actually submit their application prior to exiting the system.
Failure to click on the “submit” button will mean your application has NOT been
submitted.

e In consideration of budgetary constraints of the scheme, and to ensure that financial
ceilings are not breached and that farmer payments are processed on time, there is
no provision for amendments to applications once they are submitted. Applicants (or
FAS advisors authorised to act on their behalf) must ensure that their application is
correct before clicking on the submit button.

Farm Advisory System (FAS)

An advisor must be FAS certified by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine to
submit an application under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme. A list of FAS certified advisors is
available at: gov.ie - Farm Advisory System (FAS) (www.gov.ie)

You can authorise an approved advisor to act on your behalf on your individual agfood.ie
account under “Manage Your Agent Associations” or alternatively you can contact an
approved advisor who can add you as a client. An SMS will issue to you prompting you to
reply “DAFM Y” to confirm the corresponding association. In the case of Joint Ventures, the
relevant authorisation forms can be accessed at:
https://www.gov.ie/en/service/department-of-agriculture-and-foods-online-services/. The
facility on agfood.ie and the SMS method are available until the closing date for the scheme,
however, the closing date for the receipt of authorisation forms is 5 working days before the
closing date for the scheme.
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8. Administrative and Compliance Checks

In submitting an application, applicants agree to permit officials or agents of the
Department to carry out on-farm inspections with or without prior notice at any
reasonable time(s) and without prejudice to public liability.

All applications for support and payment claims will be subject to administrative
checks, crosschecks with relevant databases (including AIM), and any other controls
deemed necessary, before payments are made under the Scheme. Applicants shall
facilitate such administrative and on-the-spot checks as the Department deems
necessary. On-the-spot checks will be carried out at farm level to ensure compliance
with the requirements of the scheme.

To facilitate checks and on-farm inspections, applicants must fully co-operate with
Department staff, or their agents and reply fully to all queries, providing any
documentary evidence that may be requested in relation to their application. Failure
to do so may lead to loss of payments. If an on-farm inspection cannot be carried out
through the fault or action of the applicant or his/her representative, the application
will be deemed ineligible for payment in the applicable scheme year.

Participants will be required to complete a record showing the date of
commencement of Category 1 - Meal Feeding. In addition, meal purchases receipts
(or evidence of use of own farm produced cereals) must be retained on farm and made
available for inspection. The Department may also request a copy of the records
sheets and purchase receipts from an applicant during the year as part of an
administrative check to verify compliance with this measure.

Participants who opt to carry out Category 2 — Vaccination will be required to
complete a record showing the date of vaccination, number of calves vaccinated, and
vaccination product used. In addition, vaccination purchase receipts must be retained
on farm available for inspection. The Department may also request a copy of the
record sheets and purchase receipts from an applicant during the year as part of an
administration check to verify compliance with this measure.

Participants who opt to carry out Category 3 (a) — Faecal Testing will be required to
complete a record showing the date of collection of samples, number of samples
collected, and date submitted to a suitable laboratory / testing facility of their
choosing for analysis. In addition, sale receipts of sample kits purchased must be
retained on farm available for inspection. The Department may also request a copy of
the record sheets and purchase receipts from an applicant during the year as part of
an administration check to verify compliance with this measure.

Participants who opt to carry out Category 3 (b) — Forage Testing will be required to
complete a record showing the date of collections of samples, number of samples
collected, and date submitted to a suitable laboratory / testing facility of their
choosing for analysis. In addition, purchase receipts of samples must be retained on
farm available for inspection. The Department may also request a copy of the record
sheets and purchase receipts from an applicant during the year as part of an
administration check to verify compliance with this measure.
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e Each participant must maintain a record to demonstrate the completion of the
action(s) chosen at application stage for the scheme. Failure to produce or forward
the records when requested will be a breach of the Scheme obligations and will result
in penalties as outlined in Section 12 Penalties, in this document.

e No payment shall be made in favour of beneficiaries where the Department
establishes that they have artificially created the conditions required for obtaining
such payments with a view to obtaining an advantage contrary to the objectives of the
scheme.

9. Requirements of the Scheme

There are three actions in the scheme:

Category 1 Action (Mandatory) - Meal Feeding pre-weaning and post-weaning is a
mandatory action.

Category 2 Action (Optional) - Vaccination is an optional action which participants (or their
FAS advisors acting on their behalf) must select at application stage confirming they are opting
in to and will undertake this action to be considered eligible for payment under this action.

Category 3 Action (Optional) - This is an optional action which participants (or their FAS
advisors acting on their behalf) must select at application stage confirming they are opting in
to and will undertake this action to be considered eligible for payment under this action.
Applicants have a choice in category 3 of either:

a) Faecal Testing — Carry out two (2) faecal tests (with a minimum of four (4) weeks
between each test) for specified parasites and submit for testing
OR
b) Forage Testing —Take three (3) forage samples and submit for testing.

Category 1 Category 2 Category 3
Mandatory Action Optional Action Optional Action
Meal Feeding pre-weaning | Vaccination for clostridial (a) Carry out 2 faecal
and post-weaning diseases and / or calf tests and submit for
pneumonia analysis
OR
(b) Take 3 forage
samples and submit
for analysis

Participants will be presented with the number of eligible calves born on their holding
between 01 July 2024 and 30 June 2025 at application stage. Participants will have the option
at application stage to select the number of calves for participation in the scheme. The
number selected for Category 1 action (meal feeding) cannot be greater than the number
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presented but it can be less. The number selected for Category 2 action (vaccination) cannot
be greater than the number presented for meal feeding but can be less. If either option within
Category 3 action is selected, the number eligible will equal the number selected for meal
feeding.

Example — Farmer A is presented at application stage with 20 calves which is the number of
eligible calves born to an eligible suckler cow on their herd between 01 July 2024 and 30 June
2025. They select to meal feed 15 eligible calves, so the maximum they can select to vaccinate
is 15 eligible calves, but they can select a lower number if they wish. If Farmer A selects an
option within Category 3, the number of animals on which they will be eligible for payment
under that category will be number of animals they selected for meal feeding (Category 1) i.e.
15 in this example.

The numbers selected at application stage by the participant (or FAS advisor acting on their
behalf) will be the numbers that the participant is confirming will be meal fed (category 1
action) and vaccinated (if the participant opts in to undertaking action 2) and eligible for
payment under Category 3 (if the participants opts into selecting one of the options under
Category 3) in accordance with this scheme’s Terms and Conditions.

9.1 Category 1 Action — Meal Feeding pre-weaning and post-weaning (Mandatory Action)

This is a mandatory action. Participants must introduce meal feeding for a period of 4 weeks
pre-weaning and 2 weeks post-weaning to reduce the stress on calves at weaning time.

Calves must be supplemented with compound feeding stuffs containing appropriate minerals
and vitamins. The rate of payment is €35 per calf for the number of calves selected at
application stage up to a maximum of 45 calves. Meal feeding must be carried out on the
number of calves selected by the applicant (or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf) at
application stage.

Participants should ensure that they carefully consider the number of calves they select at
application stage and that the number selected accurately reflects the number of calves that
they will meal feed in line with the requirements of the scheme. (Refer to section 12 on the
penalties and required levels of compliance).

Participants should carefully read Annex 1 for further details on this action including how
much meal to feed per day.
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9.2 Category 2 Action — Vaccination (Optional Action)

This is an optional action. Participants or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf must select
this action at application stage if they wish to be considered eligible for payment under this
action. If this action is selected at application stage, participants must implement a
vaccination programme against clostridial diseases and / or calf pneumonia in suckler calves
and record details of the vaccination. The maximum payment for this action is €15 per eligible
calf, regardless of whether the calf is vaccinated for one or both diseases (refer to Annex 2
for further details).

A record must be kept by each participant on the purchase and use of vaccines. The rate of
payment is €15 per calf for the number of calves selected at application stage up to a
maximum of 45 eligible calves. Vaccination must be carried out on the number of calves
selected for the vaccination action by the applicant (or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf)
at application stage.

If a participant selects vaccination at application stage, they must input the number of eligible
calves they will vaccinate. The number selected by a participant for vaccination cannot be
greater than the number selected for meal feeding. Participants should ensure that they
carefully consider the number of calves they select at application stage and that the number
selected accurately reflects the number of eligible calves that they vaccinate in line with the
requirements of the scheme. (Refer to section 12 on the penalties and required levels of
compliance).

Participants should carefully read Annex 2 for further details on this action.

9.3 Category 3 Action— (a) Faecal Testing or (b) Forage Testing (Optional Action)

This is an optional action. Participants or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf must select
this action at application stage if they wish to be considered eligible for payment under this
action. Furthermore, if the category 3 action is selected at application stage, the action to be
carried out must be selected i.e. either Faecal Testing or Forage Testing — only one of these
actions is eligible for payment under this category.

If this action is selected at application stage, participants must implement the chosen action
(Faecal Testing or Forage Testing). The maximum payment for this action is €25 per calf, for
the number of calves selected at application stage up to a maximum of 45 eligible calves (refer
to Annex 3 for further details). The number of calves eligible for payment under this action
will be equal to the number of calves selected at application stage for the mandatory meal
feeding action (Category 1 action).

A record must be kept by each participant on the purchase and use of test kits. Test kits must
be purchased no later than 13 October 2025 and participants must retain copies of all receipts
of purchase. The action must be carried out as outlined in 9.3.1 if Faecal Testing is selected at
application stage or as outlined in 9.3.2 if Forage Testing is selected at application stage.
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If a participant selects this action at application stage, they will be eligible for payment on the
number of calves selected for meal feeding, subject to carrying out the action selected fully.
(Refer to section 12 on the penalties and required levels of compliance).

Participants should carefully read Annex 3 for further details on this action.

Applicants have a choice of either:

9.3.1 Option (a) - Faecal Testing:

Carry out two (2) faecal tests for specified parasites and submit for testing to a suitable
laboratory / testing facility of the participant’s choice for analysis.

e Participants who chose this optional action must carry out two (2) faecal tests with a
minimum of four (4) weeks between each test.

e All sampling kits must be purchased no later than 13 October 2025.

e Samples must be submitted to suitable laboratory / testing facility of the farmer’s
choosing (all faecal samples submitted must be fresh).

e Farmer must retain copies of the receipts for purchase of the sampling kits and use
the action record sheet to record the details of the action implementation.

9.3.2 Option (b) - Forage Testing:

Take three (3) forage samples and submit for testing to a suitable laboratory / testing facility
of the participant’s choice for analysis.

e All sampling kits must be purchased no later than 13 October 2025.

e Forage samples must be submitted to suitable laboratory / testing facility of the
farmer’s choosing.

e Farmer must retain copies of the receipts for purchase of the sampling packs and use
the action record sheet to record the details of the action implementation.

This is an optional action. Participants or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf must select
this action at application stage if they wish to be considered eligible for payment under this
action. If this action is selected at application stage, participants must carry out the selected
option (i.e. 9.3.1 or 9.3.2 above). The maximum payment for this action is €25 per calf (based
on the number of calves selected at application stage for Category 1 (meal feeding) action,
regardless of which option in Category 3 is selected (refer to Annex 3 for further details).
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A record must be kept by each participant on the actions carried out together with receipts
for sampling kits purchased. The rate of payment is €25 per calf for a maximum of up to 45
eligible calves.

If a participant selects an option from Category 3 actions at application stage, the number
eligible for payment will be the number of eligible calves selected for Category 1 action, meal
feeding. Participants should ensure that they carefully consider the number of calves they
select at application stage for Category 1 action (meal feeding) as this will be the number
payable under Category 3 action, if one of the options in Category 3 is selected at application
stage. (Refer to section 12 on the penalties and required levels of compliance).

Participants should carefully read Annex 3 for further details on this action.

9.4 Payment Calculation

Action Categories Payment per | Maximum number Maximum
eligible calf | of calves eligible for | payment per
payment per participant
participant
Category 1 — (Mandatory Action) €35 45 €1,575
Meal Feeding
Category 2 — (Optional Action) €15 45 €675
Vaccination
Category 3 — (Optional Action) €25 45 €1,125
(a) Faecal Testing
or
(b) Forage Testing
Scheme Total €75 45 €3,375
(if all optional actions selected and
carried out)

Note - Maximum thresholds apply to partners within a Registered Farm Partnership (refer
section 11).

In the event of oversubscription, a reduction on the maximum number of animals eligible
for payment may be applied across one or all action categories 1, 2 or 3.
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10. Payments under the Scheme

The Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine will make payment directly to the
participant’s bank account.

Payments under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme shall comply with EU State Aid rules
applicable to enterprises engaged in agricultural production under the Agricultural Block
Exemption Regulation and Agricultural De Minimis.

This scheme shall operate under State Aid rules in accordance with Commission Regulation
(EU) 2022/2472 of 14 December 2022 declaring certain categories of aid in the agricultural
and forestry sectors and in rural areas compatible with the internal market in application of
Articles 107 and 108 of the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union.

Payments under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme shall comply with EU State Aid rules
applicable to enterprises engaged in agricultural production under the agricultural de minimis
aid as laid down in Commission Regulations (EU) No. 1408/2013 and No. 2019/316. In
accordance with that Regulation, the total amount of de minimis aid granted to a single
undertaking shall not exceed €50,000 over any period of 3 years.

Participants should note that successful participation in the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme shall
not confer an automatic entitlement to a payment under the Scheme and that crosschecks
will be made by the Department to ensure that payments made to individual participants in
the respect of the previous 3 years do not exceed the De Minimis ceiling.
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11. Registered Farm Partnerships

Applicants who are partners in a farm partnership can, subject to conditions outlined below,
continue to benefit individually under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme. Applications to the
scheme must be made using the applicants individual herd number for any herd number in
the partnership that wishes to participate in the scheme.

Applicants registered under Farm Partnership Registration are required to submit one BISS in
2025 through the Departments online facility under the farm partnership number. To be
considered under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme, all partners should individually declare all
land farmed by them within the partnership.

Type of Partnership Maximum Threshold on which payment
will be made (per action)
Single Herd Farm Partnership 45 eligible calves

Multi Herd Farm Partnership of two herds 90 eligible calves
(subject to a maximum of 45 eligible calves
per herd)

Multi Herd Farmer Partnership of three or 135 eligible calves
more herds (subject to a maximum of 45
eligible calves per herd)

Only eligible calves born between 01 July 2024 and 30 June 2025 and registered on the herd(s)
which applied to participate in the scheme will be paid for in that herd. Each partner shall
deliver on the requirement related to their holding. All partners are jointly and severally
responsible for delivery of the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme.

Only one payment under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme will issue to the partnership. All
payments due to the individual partners will issue to the partnership.
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12. Penalties

The payment under the 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme will be granted as outlined in
section 10 Payments under the Scheme. Penalties under the 2025 Beef Welfare
Scheme will be calculated based on non-compliance as set out in this section.

Where monetary penalties or overpayments are not paid or recovered within the
period requested, the Department may take whatever action is deemed necessary for
their recovery.

Where is it established that conditions were created to maximise or draw down
payment under the scheme, the contract will be terminated, and all monies paid shall
be reimbursed.

The penalties set out in the Schedule are the minimum sanctions that will be applied.
In all cases, the Department reserves the right to review files to establish whether or
not a breach of the scheme conditions has occurred which may lead to a sanction or
the termination of the contract and reimbursement of all aid.

Debts due to the Department arising from overpayments and/or penalties must be
paid in full.

If alternative payment arrangements to clear outstanding debts in full are not in place,
the Department will recoup the debts from any the Department payments that
become due.

Interest payable at the rate provided for under Statutory Instrument Number 497 of
2022 European Communities (Recovery of Amounts) Regulations 2022 as amended, is
applied to debts due to the Department in respect of 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme.
Interest is calculated for the period elapsing between the payment deadline provided
in the notification of the (re)payment obligation to the farmer, and either payment or
deduction.

Joint applicants remain liable for each other’s debts or as provided for in a signed
partnership agreement.
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Scheme Eligibility Criteria

Eligibility Criteria

Level of Compliance

Sanction

in 2025.

BISS application submitted

BISS application not
submitted in 2025.

No payment will issue to
participant for the scheme.

Scheme Action Penalty Schedule

Action Action Level of Sanction
Category Compliance
1 Meal Feeding No meal feeding If Optional Actions
(Mandatory Action) undertaken or not (Category 2 or 3) applied
undertaken to the for:
required levels (as e No Payment for
outlined in Annex 1) and / Category 1 action
or receipts/records not (Meal Feeding)
provided, when e 50% penalty applied
requested, within the to payment(s) due
timeframe stated at the under Category 2 or
time of request. 3, or both if both
were selected at
application stage

If Optional Actions

(Category 2 or 3) not

applied for:

e No payment will
issue.

e 20% administration
on the amount you
would have received
if compliant

2 Vaccination If this action is selected at | ¢ No Payment for
(Optional Action) application stage, but no Category 2
vaccination undertaken or (Vaccination)
not undertaken to the e 50% penalty applied
required levels (as to payment due
outlineq in Annex 2) and / under Category 1
or re_celpts / records not (Meal Feeding)
provided, wh.en- e 50% penalty applied
r_equested, within the to payment due
t!meframe stated at the under Category 3
time of request. (Faecal /Forage
Testing), if selected
at application stage

Page -18-




3 (a) Faecal Testing
OR

(b) Forage Testing
(Optional Action)

If this action is selected at
application stage, but no
testing undertaken or not
undertaken to the
required levels (as
outlined in Annex 3) and /
or receipts / records not
provided, when
requested, within the
timeframe stated at the
time of request.

No Payment for
Category 3

50% penalty applied
to payment due
under Category 1
(Meal Feeding)

50% penalty applied
to payment due
under Category 2
(Vaccination), if
selected at
application stage

Where Category 1, 2 and 3 are all selected at application stage and are not carried out or
where receipts / records are not provided, or where the action(s) are not carried out to the
required standard, no payment at all will issue plus a penalty of 20% on the amount you
would have been paid if you were compliant will be imposed.

Where both Category 2 and 3 are selected at application stage, but are not carried out or
where receipts / records are not provided, or where the action(s) are not carried out to the
required standard, no payment at all will issue, even if Category 1 action is fully completed.
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Application of Penalties Examples

Herdowner A has 45 eligible calves presented to them at application stage. The farmer selects
45 calves for action 1 (meal feeding), 45 calves for action 2 (vaccination) and opts into carrying
out Faecal Testing for action 3. The participant does not carry out any of the actions 1, 2 or 3
and / or has not provided receipts when requested within the stated timeframe, or the
receipts provided do not verify that the actions were not carried out to the required levels.

Action 1 (Meal Feeding) — Payment herdowner would have received if all €1,575
applied for actions had been complied with

Action 2 (Vaccination) — Payment herdowner would have received if all €675
applied for actions had been complied with

Action 3 (Faecal Testing or Forage Testing) — Payment herdowner would have €1,125
received if all applied for actions had been complied with

Total Payment if all actions complied with €3,375
Less payment for actions 1, 2 and 3 (no payment due as non-compliant) (€3,375)
Less 20% penalty for non-compliance with actions applied for (i.e. 20% of (€675)
€3,375)

Net payment due by herdowner A to DAFM after application of penalties (€675)

In the scenario above, the herdowner would owe €675 to the Department.

Herdowner B has 45 eligible calves presented to them at application stage. The farmer selects
45 calves for action 1 (meal feeding), 45 calves for action 2 (vaccination) and opts into carrying
out Faecal Testing for action 3. The participant does not carry out actions 2 or 3 and / or has
not provided receipts when requested within the stated timeframe, or the receipts provided
do not verify that the actions were not carried out to the required levels. Meal feeding is fully
complied with, but no payment will issue for meal feeding as both actions 2 and 3 were
applied for, but not carried out to the required standard / evidence not provided.

Action 1 (Meal Feeding) — Payment herdowner would have received if all €1,575
applied for actions had been complied with

Action 2 (Vaccination) — Payment herdowner would have received if all €675
applied for actions had been complied with

Action 3 (Faecal Testing or Forage Testing) — Payment herdowner would have €1,125
received if all applied for actions had been complied with

Total Payment if all actions complied with €3,375
Less payment for actions 2 and 3 (no payment due as non-compliant) (€1,800)
Less penalty (i.e. no payment for meal feeding) (€1,575)
Net payment due to herdowner following application of penalties €0

In the scenario above, the herdowner would receive no payment.
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13. Force Majeure

Where a beneficiary is unable to continue complying with the requirements of the Scheme
for reasons beyond his/her control, a case may be made under Force Majeure to terminate
participation in the scheme. In such cases the applicant, or his or her representative, should
inform the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Beef Schemes Section, Old
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 RPA6 in writing, with relevant evidence, within
fifteen working days from the date on which the beneficiary or the person entitled through
them, is in a position to do so.

Without prejudice to the actual circumstances to be taken into consideration in individual
cases the following categories of force majeure may be recognised:

e death of the beneficiary,

e long term professional incapacity of the beneficiary,

e expropriation of all or a large part of the holding if that expropriation could not have
been anticipated on the day of lodging the application,

e asevere natural disaster gravely affecting the holding,

e the accidental destruction of livestock buildings on the holding,

e an epizootic or a plant disease affecting part or all of the beneficiary's livestock or
crops respectively.

14. Review and Appeal System

In cases where payment is withheld, applicants will be given 21 working days after formal
notification in which to seek a review by the Department. Any request for a review should
clearly set out the grounds for a review and should be accompanied by supporting
documentation where appropriate. The applicant will be informed in writing of the outcome
of that review. This initial review shall be without prejudice to the right to any subsequent
appeal to the Agricultural Appeals Office.

An applicant who has a payment withheld under the Scheme may appeal that decision to the
Agriculture Appeals Office. Appeals must be lodged within three months of the date of the
Department’s review letter. Appeals should be addressed to the Agriculture Appeals Office,
Kilminchy Court, Portlaoise, Co Laois. R32 DTWS5.
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15. Inspections

16.

The Minister reserves the right to carry out inspections at reasonable times of any
land, premises, plant, equipment, livestock and records of participants, if he so wishes.
In submitting an application, applicants agree to permit officials or agents of the
Department to carry out on-farm inspections, with or without prior notice at any
reasonable time(s) and without prejudice to public liability.

If an on-farm inspection cannot be carried out through the fault or action of the farmer
or his/her representative, the participant shall be removed from the scheme resulting
in no payment.

When notified of an on-farm inspection, the participant should arrange to be present
for the inspection or have a representative nominated in his/her place to assist the
inspecting officer.

Every on-the-spot (ground) inspection will be the subject of a report and the
participant or his/her representative will be given an opportunity to sign the report
indicating his/her presence at the inspection and to add his/her observations if he/she
so wishes. Signing this document does not imply that the applicant or his/her agent
accepts the inspection findings.

Responsibility of Applicant

It shall be the responsibility of the applicant to familiarise him/herself/themselves
with the scheme’s Terms and Conditions and with the consequences for breaches of
the Scheme.

The approval or payment of aid under the Scheme does not imply the acceptance by
the Minister of any responsibility as regards the obligations undertaken by the
applicant.

The applicant must maintain a record to demonstrate the completion of the action(s)
in the Scheme.

The applicant must retain all receipts, documentation and other evidence to prove
compliance with Scheme actions for the duration of participation in the scheme.

The record must be made available on request for inspection and administrative
checks by the Department.
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17. Failure to abide by the Terms and Conditions of the scheme

Where, for the purposes of obtaining payment under the Scheme to which these
Terms and Conditions relate, the applicant knowingly makes a false or misleading
statement or withholds essential information, or if there is any material change in the
circumstances of the applicant which would be in conflict with the letter or the spirit
of the Scheme, his/her participation in any or all of the Scheme may be terminated
and all or part of the aid paid shall be reimbursed.

The Minister reserves the right to recover such amounts in accordance with the law.
The Minister also reserves the right to exclude such a person from further
participation in any other Department scheme for such period as shall be determined,
but in any event not exceeding a period of 6 years.

18. Review of Financial Aids

The Minister reserves the right to restrict the availability of the Scheme and to vary,
where occasion so demands, the amount of financial aid wherever specified in the
Scheme.

The obtaining of aid or the attempt to obtain aid under the Scheme by fraudulent
means by the applicant or others acting alone or together may render such persons
liable to prosecution.

19. Conditions of payment

Every payment under this Scheme shall be subject to conditions laid down by the Minister,
which must be complied with in full by the applicant.

20. Tax Clearance Requirement

Payment of financial aid as provided for in this Scheme may be subject to the condition that
a tax clearance certificate from the Revenue Commissioners be furnished before a payment
can be issued.

21. Data Protection

Your attention is drawn to the Data Protection Notice in Annex 4.
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22. Further Conditions

e The Minister may at any time lay down further conditions under this Scheme.
e The Minister reserves the right to alter from time to time the procedures to be
followed in the operation of the Scheme.

23. Interpretation

The Department may expand upon, explain, interpret or define the meaning of any aspect of
the Terms or Conditions of the Scheme.

24. Records

All applicants accepted into the Scheme must maintain a record of all compliance actions. It
is essential that the record and any associated documents are retained and updated to reflect
the completion of actions undertaken by applicants under the Scheme. Participants notified
of administrative checks will be required to submit such records including, but not limited to,
a fully completed action record sheet and copies of receipts of purchase.
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Annex 1

Category 1 Action - Meal Feeding pre-weaning and post-weaning (Mandatory Action)

Calves must be supplemented with a compound feeding stuff containing appropriate mineral
and vitamins for four weeks pre weaning and two weeks post weaning.

Participants may feed purchased compound feed containing minerals and vitamins or
straights (feed materials). If straights (feed materials) are being fed, participants should
consult their advisor or nutritionist to ensure that a correct level of nutrition is being achieved.
Straights (feed materials) must be supplemented with a suitable complementary mineral
feeding stuff.

If two or more straights are being mixed together on-farm, for example using a mixer wagon
or loading shovel, then participants must register with the Department as a home-mixer.
Registration forms are available at the following link:

http://www.gov.ie/en/service/8badf-approval-and-registration-of-feed-business-operators/

Receipts, invoices and labels of all compound feeding stuffs, and/or straights (feed materials)
and complementary mineral mixtures purchased must be retained and made available for
inspection and administrative check.

It is recommended that all feeding stuffs (including mineral feeds) be sourced from registered
or approved feed business operators. A list of approved businesses is available here:

http://www.gov.ie/en/publication/76664-feeding-stuffs-lists-of-fbos-registered-and-
approved/

Minerals must be fed in accordance with the instructions given on the label. The level of
supplementation must be an adequate rate to provide the required level of nutrition.
Participants should supplement in accordance with manufacturer’s label recommendations.

Participants will be required to retain sales documents for any cow/calves sold which along
with the feed delivery dockets and date of weaning will verify the calf was fed four weeks pre-
weaning and two weeks post-weaning.

Participants must record the date of weaning of each animal that is being submitted for
payment under this action. Where groups of calves are weaned on different dates, record
the different weaning dates for each group. Participants must introduce meal feeding for a
period of 4 weeks pre-weaning and 2 weeks post-weaning to reduce the stress on calves at
weaning time. Recommended daily feeding allowance for meal feeding is 1kg per animal
per day for a period of 4 weeks pre-weaning and 2kgs per animal per day for 2 weeks post
weaning.
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Annex 2

Category 2 Action - Vaccination (Optional Action)

This is an optional action. Participants or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf must select
this action at application stage, if they wish to be considered eligible for payment under this
action. If this action is selected at application stage, participants must implement a
vaccination programme against clostridial diseases and / or calf pneumonia in suckler calves
and record details of the vaccination. The maximum payment for this action is €15 per calf for
the number of calves selected at application stage up to a maximum of 45 eligible calves
regardless of whether the calf is vaccinated for one or both diseases.

Pneumonia Vaccination

Pneumonia is one of the most common causes of death in cattle of all ages over one month
old. Pneumonia is an inflammation of the lungs, which can cause permanent damage and
even death. Mortality rates due to pneumonia are approximately 3% in calves in the first 12
weeks of life. The high-risk periods in cattle are those times when the animals are under
increased stress. High-risk periods occur after grouping or mixing of groups, after weaning off
milk or milk replacer and in unfavourable or changeable weather conditions.

Weaning stress has an adverse effect on the immune system making calves more susceptible
to disease, particularly pneumonia.

Calves can be vaccinated from two weeks of age. Vaccinating calves before they get
pneumonia can be a very effective way of controlling disease.

Vaccinations help reduce the probability of disease but cannot solely be depended upon for
prevention. The management system preweaning and post-weaning will assist the successful
outcomes of a bovine respiratory disease vaccination programme.

Farmers should select the most appropriate product for their holding and circumstances and
should comply with the manufacturer’s recommendations regarding the relevant product.
Where appropriate, it is advised that participants should consult with their veterinary surgeon
for the most suitable vaccination programme for their specific farm. A record must be kept
by each participant in this option of the purchase and use of vaccines.

For a vaccine to work properly, you must follow the vaccination programme for the product
being used, and allow the time required for the onset of immunity.
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Clostridial Vaccination

Clostridial disease is an umbrella term which covers a range of bacterial diseases including
blackleg, pulp kidney, braxy, tetanus, malignant oedema, black disease and infections with
Clostridium perfringes or Clostridium sordelli. Clostridial diseases can affect animals at all ages
depending on the strain but cattle between three and twelve months of age are at the highest
risk.

Clostridial vaccines consist of a combination vaccine covering a range of clostridial diseases
with a primary course of two injections of 2ml doses given 4 — 6 weeks apart. Calves can be
vaccinated from two weeks of age.

Farmers should select the most appropriate product for their holding and circumstances and
should comply with the manufacturer’s recommendations regarding the relevant product.
Where appropriate, it is advised that participants should consult with their veterinary surgeon
for the most suitable vaccination programme for their specific farm. A record must be kept
by each participant in this option of the purchase and use of vaccines.

For a vaccine to work properly, you must follow the vaccination programme for the product
being used, and allow the time required for the onset of immunity.
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Annex 3

Category 3 Action — (a) Faecal Testing OR (b) Forage Testing (Optional Action)

This is an optional action. Participants or their FAS advisor acting on their behalf must select
this action at application stage if they wish to be considered eligible for payment under this
action. Furthermore, if the category 3 action is selected at application stage, the action to be
carried our must be selected i.e. either Faecal Testing or Forage Testing — only one of these
actions is eligible for payment under this category.

If this action is selected at application stage, participants must implement the chosen action
(Faecal Testing or Forage Testing). The maximum payment for this action is €25 per calf for
the number of calves selected at application stage, up to a maximum of 45 eligible calves

A record must be kept by each participant on the purchase and use of test kits. Test kits must
be purchased no later than 13 October 2025 and participants must retain copies of all receipts
of purchase. The action must be carried out as outlined in 9.3.1 if Faecal Testing is selected at
application stage or as outlined in 9.3.2 if Forage Testing is selected at application stage.

If a participant selects this action at application stage, they will be eligible for payment on the
number of calves selected for meal feeding, subject to carrying out the action selected fully.
(Refer to section 12 on the penalties and required levels of compliance).

Faecal Testing

Stomach/Gut worms and liver fluke infection can all have an impact on the health and
performance of cattle.

There are different tests which can be carried out to identify if stomach/gut worms or liver
fluke are affecting animals or groups of animals. For example, results of faecal egg count (FEC)
testing may provide an indication of the burden of stomach/gut worms. This test can also be
used to measure the efficacy of any treatments given. The use of Faecal testing is
recommended to be used in a strategic performance approach where animals with reduced
performance are sampled and treated when elevated egg counts are recorded. This approach
can potentially reduce the amount of dosing treatments required.

Under the proposed scheme action, participants can select for which parasite they wish to
test for using an appropriate method (e.g. Fluke Sedimentation for presence/absence of fluke
eggs and the McMasters Egg Count for faecal egg counts of stomach/gut worm eggs) which
will allow them sufficient flexibility to test for cattle health issues relevant to their enterprises.
However, participants will not be obliged to test for all parasites to meet the commitment of
this action. The farmer either individually or through seeking professional advice will be best
placed to identify the most appropriate faecal test(s) that should be undertaken for their
holding.
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Anthelmintic resistance is said to be present when worms survive a dose of wormer that
would normally be expected to kill them. Resistance against wormers is inherited by the
worms' offspring and certain management practices can increase the risk of it becoming a
problem on farm. Excessive treatment frequency and the practice of under dosing both
greatly contribute to the development of anthelmintic resistance. Anthelmintic resistance is
becoming a growing problem in Irish farms resulting in significant financial losses through lack
of thrive and money spent on products which are ineffective. The best way to establish if
there is resistance is to faecal sample before and after administering a parasitic worm dose
provided the first sample shows a parasite load. Faecal sampling is now recommended for a
strategic approach to worm control due to resistance concerns.

In Summary, what is Faecal testing useful for?
e Avoiding unnecessary treatment and assisting in the correct timing of treatments.
* As an indicator of pasture contamination by gut worms.
e As an aid to diagnosis in clinically ill animals.
* To demonstrate the presence of adult worms producing eggs
* To determine if the parasite control measures taken this season have been effective.

e To help determine if a recent wormer treatment is effective. Consult your private
veterinary practitioner on the best protocol if you suspect there might be anthelmintic
resistance on your farm.

What is Faecal testing not useful for?

* They are not a useful indicator for estimating the total number of worms within an
animal.

* They are not able to detect immature worms that are not yet producing eggs. This
means there can be a delay between when an animal becomes infected and when
eggs or larvae are detected in the dung.

How do | faecal sample?

The suitable laboratory / testing facility must provide a sampling kit and testing services once
the order is placed. Take the sample, roughly the size of a golf ball ( > 20 grams) from each
individual, from multiple spots within one dung pat as the eggs are not likely to be spread
evenly. Take samples of fresh dung from a number of animals and get it to the laboratory /
suitable testing facility as soon as possible. A pooled sample should contain faecal samples
from ten animals or more. In order to avoid deterioration of the samples, it is important to
send the sample away to the laboratory / suitable testing facility early in the week. Avoid
sending samples to the suitable laboratory / testing facility on a Thursday or Friday as
deterioration of the sample over the weekend can result in inaccurate results. Avoid putting
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samples in the freezer or direct sunlight or holding onto them for over 24 hours. It is the
worm eggs or ‘faecal count’ which is used to determine the level of infection in stomach/gut
worms. While worm eggs are to be expected in most samples a recommendation is given to
treat once the reading is above a certain level.

Consult with both your private veterinary practitioner and suitable laboratory / testing facility
on the results of the parasite testing performed as their interpretation is not always
straightforward.

Forage Testing

While silage is the main source of feed for many suckler farmers, forage testing under the
scheme can also include other source of winter fodder such as hay or haylage.

Benefits

e Silage is the main source of winter feed on the vast majority of Irish livestock farms
but can be inconsistent in term of quality because of factors such as cutting date,
sward quality and weather during ensiling affecting the quality of the feed out value
offered to livestock. Visual assessment alone is not adequate to determine silage
quality; laboratory testing is recommended because it provides information on silage
nutritive value and preservation allowing farmers to make informed decisions on
concentrate feeding. By analysing silage, it will allow farmers to supplement with the
appropriate rate of concentrates to meet the animal’s dietary requirements and
subsequent performance targets. If animals are being fed average quality silage ad-lib
(65% DMD) that has not been analysed and not supplementing with sufficient meal,
this animal will not reach its target weight at turn-out to grass and will ultimately lead
to an increase in the age of slaughter. On the other hand, if pregnant cows and in-calf
heifers are fed high quality silage ad-lib (72% DMD) and gaining body condition during
the winter, it may lead to a significant increase in calving difficulties and subsequently
increased production costs. In baled silage systems, some farmers may have different
cutting dates during different stages of the growing season. Knowing the feed quality
of these different cuts is important so certain bales can be fed to the appropriate stock
groups (Weanlings/Finished animals/In-Calf Cows/Heifers all have different feed
requirements).

What a forage analysis report will tell you

e The forage sample report will detail the feeding quality characteristics of the forage
such as its dry matter (DM), its digestibility (DMD), protein content, fibre content and
energy value.

How to take a sample

e Taking a representative sample of forage for analysis is critical to get accurate analysis
results of silage pits or bales.
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Key points to watch out for when taking a sample include:

» Wait five-to-six weeks after ensiling to take samples.

= Take samples early in the week (Monday to Wednesday) to avoid sample deterioration
in post.

»= Use a long core sampler to sample three-to-five well-spaced points on various areas
of the surface on the silage pit. The core will sample a profile through the layers of the
pit. Take different samples for first and second cuts if layered one on top of the other
in a pit.

» Discard the top 100mm of each core before mixing into a composite sample. The final
sample should weigh approximately 500g.

= Alternatively, sample an open pit and take 9/10 grab samples in a “W” pattern across
the pit face (Image below). Ideally, take the sample behind the outer surface of the
pit.

* For bales, use the core sample to sample three-to-four bales per cut located at various
locations in the storage stack. Tape up sample holes to avoid spoilage.

= Put the sample into a zip-tie plastic bag. Exclude air, seal well and post immediately.

r
e e s o e W

Samples should be taken in the form of a W across the face of the pit (as per example in
photograph above).

Understanding the results

It is important that farmers consult their agricultural advisor / feed merchant / nutritionist
about the results from their forage analysis in order to plan and formulate diets for the winter.
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Annex 4

Data Protection Notice

Part A:

Information applicable to all Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine customers:

1.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) is fully committed to
keeping all personal data submitted by its customers, fully safe and secure during
administrative processes. All necessary technical measures have been put in place
to ensure the safety and security of the systems which hold this data. Department
staff are also considered as customers of the Department from a Data Protection
perspective and may exercise their data protection rights in the same way.

Transparency and openness in the use of personal data held is important to the
Department and therefore we aim to fully inform all our customers about the
purpose(s) for which their data will be used and why, where it may be shared
elsewhere and why and how long their data may be held by the Department.
Information on the rights of the customers will also be provided.

The current legislation for Data Protection in Ireland is the Data Protection Act 1988
as amended by the 2003 Data Protection Act, The Data Protection Act 2018 and The
General Data Protection Regulations (EU 2016/679) which came into effect on 25
May 2018. (It should be noted that the 1988 Data Protection Act as amended in
2003 will likely be repealed in full, in due course).

Under Data Protection Legislation, The Department of Agriculture, Food and the
Marine, as a data controller is responsible for the collection and processing of all
personal data under its administration.

The Data Protection Officer can be contacted via the email address;
dataprotectionofficer@agriculture.gov.ie

Personal data processed by the Department will only be used for the specific
purpose (s) as outlined when the data is collected, or in later communications, and
will only be used in accordance with the Data Protection legislation in force.

Rights of the individual in relation to personal data held by the Department:

When you, as a customer, provide personal data to the Department you have certain
rights available to you in relation to that data. However, it should be noted that not
all rights listed shall be applicable in every circumstance. These rights are outlined
below and can be exercised by contacting the Data Protection Officer, as detailed
above, indicating which right(s) you wish to exercise:

Our customers have the following rights :
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e access to their data

e rectification of their data

e erasure of their data

e right to lodge a complaint with the Supervisory Authority
e restriction of processing

e data portability

e objection to processing

e withdraw consent if they previously gave it in relation to processing of their
personal data

e relating to automated decision making, including profiling.

Part B — Information specific to the personal data being collected:

The following data is specific information in relation to the personal data processed for
the National Beef Weighing Scheme.

8. Specified purpose:

The personal data sought from the data subject is required for the purpose of making
an application under the National Beef Weighing Scheme. Failure to provide all the
personal data required to facilitate the processing of the application, including data
testing, under the scheme will result in DAFM being unable to process the application.

The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine may also use data submitted in
an application under this scheme for the purposes of facilitating the processing of an
application for participation in other schemes operated by the Department or where
a compatible purpose exist.

9. Legal basis:

The National Beef Weighing Scheme is implemented pursuant to the Ministers and
Secretaries Acts 1924 and is operated by DAFM.

The Department may, for the purpose of aiding administrative efficiencies, use
existing customer data for other purposes. The use of the data in this way is
considered compatible with its original purpose of collection.
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10. Recipients:

11.

12,

13.

14.

As noted in the “Specified purpose” section above, information and personal data
provided as part of this scheme may be shared with other Divisions within the
Department for the purposes of aiding administrative efficiencies when processing
other related scheme applications.

Transferred outside the EU:

Information provided in support of an application under the National Beef Weighing
Scheme is not currently transmitted outside of the EU.

Retention Period:

The data submitted in support of the application by the data subject under National Beef
Weighing Programme will be retained by DAFM for 7 years plus the current scheme year in
line with the purposes for which it was collected.

After this time, it will be marked for destruction and will be destroyed in line with internal
guidelines or guidelines for destruction received from the National Archives Office or
associated permissions received from them.

Data provision being statutory or contractual obligation:

The data provided for this purpose is being requested under the requirements of The
National Beef Weighing Scheme and if the customer chooses not to provide this
information their application for the National Beef Weighing Scheme cannot
proceed.

Automated Decision Making:

Personal data provided in the submission of an application under the National Beef
Weighing Scheme will be processed automatically for the purpose of the efficient
running of the scheme, and the timely payment of participants.

Automated decision making will also be used for the purposes of selecting
participants for inspection in accordance with the scheme terms and conditions.

Profiling may be used for the purpose of ranking applicants for inspections and
informing policy decisions.
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15. Information from Third Party:

Data may be provided to this Department by a third party on behalf of a Participant,
for example a FAS Advisor, where it can be shown that authorisation has been given
by the Participant for this to take place.

16. Technical information on data collected:

Technical information on the cookies used on the Gov.ie website is available at the
following link: https://www.gov.ie/en/help/privacy-policy/?section=cookies
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Annex 5

Scheme Action Record Sheet

2025 Beef Welfare Scheme

Scheme Action Record Sheet

Applicant Name:

Applicant Herdnumber:

Category 1 Action:
Number of calves selected at application stage for Meal
Feeding:

Category 2 Action:
Number of calves selected at application stage for
Vaccination, if selected:

Category 3 Action Option, tick which one selected if selected at application
stage:

(a) Faecal Testing :] (b) Forage Testing :]

Beef Schemes Contact Details:

Post: Beef Schemes Section,
Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine,
Government Building,
Old Abbeyleix Road,
Portlaoise, Co Laois, R32 RPA6

Phone: 057 8674422

Email: bws@agriculture.gov.ie

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine
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Category 1 Action — Meal Feeding pre-weaning and post-weaning (Mandatory Action)

e Calves must be supplemented with a compound feeding stuff containing appropriate mineral and vitamins for four weeks pre-weaning
and two weeks post-weaning.

e This action must be carried out on the number of calves selected at application stage.

e This sheet must be completed in full to process your 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme application.

e The record sheet must be completed and returned, together with associated receipts and documents, to Beef Schemes.

e Participants may feed purchased compound feed containing minerals and vitamins (feed materials) or straights with balancer.

e Refer to Annex 1 of the scheme terms and conditions for full details.

Date of Date meal No. of calves Details of Mineral Rate of Quantity Purchase /
Weaning feeding Straights* / | Supplementation* | Supplementation* Used / Invoice
commenced Feeding stuff Purchased Reference No.
used

* If straights are being fed, participants should consult their advisor or nutritionist to ensure that a correct level of nutrition is being achieved.
Straights must be supplemented with a suitable complementary mineral feeding stuff.



Category 2 Action — Vaccination (Optional Action)

If this optional action is selected at application, this action must be carried out on the number of calves selected at application stage.

e This sheet must be completed in full to process your 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme application.
e The record sheet must be completed and returned, together with associated receipts and documents, to Beef Schemes.

e Refer to Annex 2 of the scheme terms and conditions for full details.

Date of Number of calves Recommended Vaccination Product Vaccination
Vaccination vaccinated dosage per calf Receipt Amount
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Category 3 Action — (a) Faecal Testing OR (b) Forage Testing (Optional Action)

Refer to Annex 3 of the scheme terms and conditions for full details.

Option 9.3.1 Faecal Testing (2 tests must be carried out at least 4 weeks apart)

If this optional action is selected at application, this action must be carried as outlined in Section 9.3 and Annex 3.

This sheet must be completed in full to process your 2025 Beef Welfare Scheme application.
The record sheet must be completed and returned, together with associated receipts and documents, to Beef Schemes.

Date of Testing

Number of
Samples Collected

Date Submitted to
Laboratory/Testing
Facility

Receipt Amount

Option 9.3.2 Forage Testing (3 Samples must be collected)

Date of Testing

Number of
Samples Collected

Date Submitted to
Laboratory
[Testing Facility

Receipt Amount
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